Applicant-Related Enhancements

	Question
	Answer

	Related to phase out of the A2 re-submissions beginning with new applications for the January 25, 2009, receipt date, how will it be decided if an application is new?
	A new application is expected to be substantially different in content and scope with more significant differences than are normally encountered in a resubmitted (amended) application. A new application should include substantial changes in all sections of the Research Plan, particularly in the Specific Aims and the Research Design and Methods sections. There should be fundamental changes in the questions being asked and/or the outcomes examined. Changes to the Research Plan should produce a significant change in direction and approach for the research project.

	What constitutes “significant” and “substantial” in determining if an application is new?
	This is inevitably a scientific judgment for which no set of universally applicable examples can be provided. Rewording of the Title and Specific Aims or incorporating minor changes in response to comments of reviewers from the prior review does not constitute substantial changes in scope, direction, or content. Requests for review by a different review committee or funding consideration by a different NIH institute are not sufficient reasons to consider an application as new.

	Who at NIH is involved in the decision if an application is new?
	Applications received by the NIH are screened multiple times and checked to determine if the application is a new application, not simply another version of a project that is not eligible for any more resubmissions. The first check is done within the Division of Receipt and Referral in the Center for Scientific Review. Subsequent checks are performed by the Scientific Review Officer in charge of the review meeting, by the reviewers themselves, and by NIH program staff. 

	How will disagreements be handled?
	If there is disagreement about whether an application assigned to CSR for review is new or re-submitted, CSR staff may refer it to a CSR-convened committee of NIH scientists to conduct further analysis and recommendations to the Division of Receipt and Referral. The evaluation process includes the analysis of previous applications and summary statements to determine the similarities and differences to the current application. Individual Institutes and Centers have their own evaluation processes. When applications are determined to be a version of an application that has already received two reviews and in violation of this policy, it is administratively withdrawn and not reviewed. The Division of Receipt and Referral in CSR informs the Program Director/Principal Investigator and institution of this determination.  


